ROBESPIERRE

Freron's Jeunesse doree would be able to break Jacobins'
heads with impunity. But that time was not yet. Now
Culottes dorees were sent to jail for smashing chairs over
the heads of Enrages. The Committee of Twelve retali-
ated by arresting Hebert, Varlet and a few others.
When a delegation from the Commune came to the
Convention to protest, the Girondin Isnard, who pre-
sided, thus addressed it with savage eloquence: "If as a
result of these recurring insurrections the National
Representative Body is ever humiliated, I declare unto
you in the name of all France that Paris will be annihi-
lated! People will come to search on the banks of the
Seine to see if such a city has ever been!"

Obviously this sort of thing could not go on in time
of war without leading the nation to its ruin. Either the
Gironde or the Mountain and the Commune would
have to be eliminated as a factor in the government.
Since the Commune had an armed force at its disposal
and the Gironde had not (the Federes had long ago
gone over to the Jacobins), it would have to be the
Gkonde; and since the Girondins, with the aid of the
Plain, still controlled the Convention, any action
against them would have to be insurrectionary.

Of all the insurrectionary movements during the
Revolution that which accomplished the arrest of the
Gironde leaders was by far the best organized and
managed. No detail seems to have been overlooked.
Letters passing through the Paris post office were
stamped "Revolution of May 31". The time that would
be required to complete the action seems to have been
nicely figured: the Commune was asked to make pro-
vision for three days' pay for each man under arms.
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